Orange County Grand Jury concludes need for mandatory spay/neuter ordinance for all Orange County cities!

Like many California counties, Orange County has an animal overpopulation problem. The increase in the number of pets in a community is generally proportionate to the increase in human population, and the population in Orange County has been growing steadily.  Some cities use limited-access shelters or "no-kill shelters" and refuse to accept unadoptable animals, which then end up at the county facility.  The burden of costs associated with the care and/or euthanasia of these animals is then shifted to the county, if the animals are not adopted.  Currently, no city in the county has any ordinances regulating animal overpopulation.

During a review of the County Animal Shelter operations, the 2007-2008 Orange County Grand Jury learned that animals have proper board and care, but they have a brief window of survival.   Animals brought to the County Shelter have less than a 50/50 chance of survival because, if not adopted within a short timeframe, they may be euthanized.  In 2006-2007, the County Shelter received 29,000 animals and euthanized over 13,000 animals at a cost of $322,478.  The number of animals accepted by the County Shelter and the high volume that are euthanized are perplexing problems confronting the County, pet owners and animal advocates.

The number of euthanized animals led the Grand Jury to question why the figure is so high.  A large percentage of the animals that were euthanized were euthanized due to lack of space at the County Shelter.  The 65-year-old shelter has 872 cages with a capacity for 382 dogs, 435 cats, 25 rabbits and 30 overflow cubicles for pigs, coats, horses and other animals. Despite the shelter's outreach efforts, work with outside rescue organizations and adoption rates, the facility is nearly always full.  The main reason that the County Shelter is full and many animals are euthanatized is that pet owners, in many cases, have allowed their animals to reproduce beyond the owner’s ability to take care of the offspring. 
 
The Orange County Grand Jury concluded that the OC Animal Care Department provides excellent services in spite of the physical restrictions of its site and the number of unwanted animals shifted from Orange County cities to the Orange County Animal Care Shelter.  However, there is no end in sight to the growing number of pets that the County will have to euthanize every year.  A mandatory spay/neuter ordinance has been successful in other jurisdictions, such as the State of New Hampshire and the City and County of San Francisco.  Such a program has been adopted by the City and the County of Los Angeles, to reduce the number of pets that are euthanized in animal shelters each year.  Riverside County is contemplating the adoption of an “L.A. County-type” ordinance.

 

The Grand Jury determined that there should be some form of mandatory spay/neuter ordinance for all Orange County cities and the unincorporated areas.  This would reduce the animal population, save taxpayers money, and lower the number of pets being euthanized.  According to the Orange County Grand Jury report, the time has come for Orange County to adopt a mandatory spay/neuter ordinance.

 

To read the full 12-page report, click here.
